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PRESENTATION

This work 1s the outcome of a process of investigation that has lasted for two
years, during which an ample group of researchers and experts, from Europe
and Latin America, has collaborated. This study analyses the convergences and
divergences on issues of distance and virtual higher education between these two
continents, focusing on the development and delivery of distance postgraduate
courses, and the possibilities that the identified parameters may offer for the inter-
institutional collaboration, the exchange of students, the academic recognition,
and the use of the information and communication technologies (ICT), promot-
ing virtual mobility. The main purpose of the present report, elaborated on these
data, has been to establish the bases for a quality virtual mobility, and also to
offer a panoramic view on the practices developed, in both geographic contexts,
emphasizing the processes, resources, dynamic models and strategies that promote
and ensure the success of academic exchange programs, and the collaboration
between higher education institutions.

All the process of research, NET ACTIVE Project (AIESAD-EADTU Credit
Transfer in Virtual and Distance Education), has been developed under the finan-
cial support of the Program ERASMUS MUNDUS (EM), an initiative from the
European Union aimed to improve the quality of higher education in Europe,
and to promote the intercultural understanding through cooperation with third
parties countries. This Project has been funded by Action 4, within the EM
Program, and its main objective is to enhance attractiveness of the European
higher education. The innovative contribution to this Action 4 has been to
introduce the study of virtual mobility as an additional option for students from
any university, independently of its geographic location or its teaching-learning
methodology. Thus, the information detailed in these pages constitutes one of the
NetActive Project main outcomes.

Virtual and distance resources undergo a continuous development, and at
present there is no rigorous and quality educational offer which does not include,
fully or partly, some of these means. Consequently, virtual learning environments
are reshaping the educative scope with new forms and procedures, based on
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INTRODUCTION

The Bologna Declaration (1999)' and the Lisbon Special European Council
(2000) laid down a series of initiatives aimed at achieving some ambitious targets
in the field of higher education, to be reached by 2010. The mobility of profes-

sionals was considered as a key factor for citizenship.

Amongst the key factors underlying this initiative are the encouragement of
mobility of teachers, students and administrative and services staff (understood
as the ideal means with which to improve communication amongst people); to
join efforts in expanding our knowledge; to increase possibilities for innovation;
and to jointly work towards the achievement of inter-cultural abilities to help in
the training of future citizens. However, after checking the latest reports issued
by the European University Association (EUA), particularly Trends IIT (Reichert,
Tauch 2003), IV (Reichert, Tauch 2005) and V (Croisier et al, 2007), two main
issues may be identified with respect to mobility: the additional cost entailed and
current difficulties in the recognition of academic qualifications, both of which
are significant when making mobility proposals for third countries.

As part of the experience obtained in this field, the European Union basically
finds support in its clear and acknowledged Socrates/Erasmus programme, which
has been operating for more than 30 years now. Without a doubt, despite its draw-
backs, it has opened an invaluable path to the promotion of student mobility. In
turn, in a second stage, the European Higher Education Area (EHEA) intends to
open itself to the rest of the world, particularly encouraging Postgraduate stud-
ies through the Erasmus Mundus programme?, in order to enable everybody to
access these studies, without this affecting quality. This has also entailed the crea-
tion of mobility schemes.

Within this framework and as an answer to these problems, distance and virtual
education offer solutions to many of the situations involving student mobility, and

! All documents related to the meetings of the European Ministries of Education about the EHEA can be found in
the web: http://www.ond.vlaanderen.be/hogeronderwijs/bologna/

* The following web address offers information about the Erasmus Mundus Programme and the actions that are
being carried out: http://ec.europa.eu/education/programmes/mundus/index_es.html
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